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Our vision for our  
students is that 
they will:
•	 Become confident, capable, 

well qualified learners.

•	 Learn and develop in a caring, 
quality environment.

•	 Strive to be respectful, 
responsible, active learners.

•	 Have their individual learning 
& development needs met.

•	 Develop the values, 
knowledge, abilities and 
strengths to contribute to 
society and live full and 
satisfying lives.

•	 Recognise diversity and gain 
understanding of cultural 
influences in Aotearoa/NZ.

Ōtaki College
Caring and committed to educational excellence
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"The great thing about Ōtaki is that by the time you reach Year 13 you not only know most of the school, you are also in close 
connection with the community which has a lot of involvement with the ongoing processes within the school. Leadership is 
encouraged within the college and many opportunities are given that would possibly not be available in a bigger school. Ōtaki 
teaches you vital life skills which are invaluable when entering jobs or university."

Kieran Putt. Bachelor of Physiotherapy (Otago University)

Tī Hei Mauriora 
Mai i te tipua 
Mai i te tawhito 

Mai i te kā hui o ngā tumuaki o te Kareti 
o Ōtaki. 
Ka tā kina atu e au ngā mihi nui ki a 
koutou ōku rangatira. Ki tēra Iwi, ki tēna 
hapu ki ngā whānau katoa. 
Me mihi atu anō e au, ki ngā tini mate o 
tēra tau, me ngā mate o tēnei tau hou. 
Mā muri mai nei koutou e kōrero, e mihi, 
e tangi koutou katoa. E moe! Waiho ra 
rātou ki a rātou. 
Ki a tātou te hunga ora 
He toa takitini tāku toa. Ēhara i te toa 
takitahi i runga i tēna naumai, haere mai, 
whakatau mai. 
Tēna koutou, tēna koutou 
Tēna ra tātou katoa. 

Welcome
A very warm welcome to Ōtaki College 
which is a year 7 to year 13 secondary 
school situated on the beautiful Kapiti 
Coast 74 km from Wellington, the capital 
city of New Zealand. The historic town 
of Ōtaki is close to rivers, sea, bush and 
mountains and is especially popular with 
outdoor enthusiasts. 

The College has 440 students who enjoy 
a safe, supportive and creative learning 
environment. We place strong emphasis 
on building relationships with students to 
unlock their dreams and aspirations and 
allow them to achieve their full potential. 
Ōtaki College has high expectations of 
its students and our staff and community 
celebrate high levels of academic success. 
The College encourages all students to 

strive for excellence not only in academic 
study but also in leadership, sport and 
cultural pursuits. A strong sense of 
community is built through the College 
House system. 

Ōtaki College is a restorative school. It sets 
high expectations of behaviour at all times 
through the Schoolwide Positive Behaviour 
for Learning programme. Our website - 
www.otakicollege.school.nz - offers you a 
look at life at Ōtaki College. Please feel free 
to contact me if you have any questions you 
wish to discuss or if you would like to visit 
the College.  We welcome the opportunity 
to show you any aspect of the College in 
action.

Andy Fraser
Principal
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“The use of information and communication technologies enhances student learning and engagement.  Staff are supported, 
through professional development, to use innovative teaching strategies to better engage students.”

“The many successes of Māori students are celebrated.  Māori student leadership is nurtured.”               ERO. November 2013.

402

Academic Success

"I feel very proud to have called Ōtaki 
College my school. I know it has played 
a massive role in who I am today. 
I enjoyed being challenged in the 
classroom, striving for my absolute 
best. I learnt the value of leadership, 
teamwork, communication and 
mentorship. It was at Ōtaki College 
that I discovered a passion for creative 
writing."

Tihema Baker. Writer, Graduate in Māori 
Studies and English Literature (Victoria 
University).  Winner of Best Short Story in 
Māori at the Pikihuia Awards for  Māori 
writers, 2013.

"I found Ōtaki an amazing school to go to because I was given every opportunity to 
excel. Even though it is a relatively small school, any avenue that you want to excel 
at your needs are met and the staff go to every length to help you. There is a real 
sense of community and school spirit and a real bond between students and staff."

Sophia Cataldo. Veterinary Nursing Graduate.

To develop excellence in scholarship, 
we encourage students to take part in 
regional competitions, science fairs, 
international competitions, national 
examinations and scholarship awards. 
Many enjoy success at these. In recent 
years a number of scholarship awards 
have been gained including a top scholar 
in New Zealand.

There is strong emphasis on a 
positive classroom environment and 
the development of excellent learning 
programmes and assessment.

A combination of young and 
experienced staff ensures the teaching 
environment is energetic, consistent, and 
innovative.

Our staff set high goals for themselves – 
they expect the same from our students. We 
endeavour to set for our students the same 
degree of punctuality, courtesy, attendance, 
personal presentation and work output 
any employer would expect. Our success 
in these areas is frequently commented on 
by professional and other visitors to  the 
College.

The culture [at 
Ōtaki College] 
is solution-
focused, 
strength-based 
and aims to 
keep everyone’s 
mana intact.”

ERO Good 
Practice Survey. 
May 2014.

Ōtaki College offers a range of 
opportunities especially designed 
to meet the learning needs of our 
students:

•	 Opportunities to extend students.

•	 Multi-level study.

•	 Individual Education Programmes 
for those with learning or behaviour 
difficulties.

•	 Opportunity to study at tertiary level 
while at College.

•	 Vocational programmes including 
Gateway and pre-trade training 
including Trades Academy.

Ōtaki College emphasises excellence 
and achievement. Our programmes 
are relevant, flexible and designed to 
meet student needs. The College aims 
to extend individuals by providing 
breadth of subject choice, and depth of 
study suited to academic ability.

The College is staffed to offer all 
important “building block” subjects 
leading to further study. It supplements 
this by using highly successful 
programmes delivered by video 
conference. 

“Links between school goals, values 
and principles and The New Zealand 
Curriculum are evident.  There is a 
clear rationale for the choices made 
in designing the curriculum and 
selecting the learning areas that are 
emphasised.”  
                                   ERO. November  2013.
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Meeting Individual Student Needs

Wide Ranging Programmes of Study

ŌTAKI COLLEGE Te Kāreti o Ōtaki

“[College] Leaders are working with local industry, businesses and tertiary 
education providers to extend students’ learning and employment pathways”.                          

                                                                                                                         ERO. November 2013.
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For other languages and courses 
to meet the special requirements 
of students, access to classes in 
other schools is available through 
video conferencing. Some 
tertiary programmes are similarly 
available.

LEVEL
YEAR 7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 NCEA LEVEL 1 NCEA LEVEL 2 NCEA LEVEL 3

LEARNING  AREA

All courses. Those 
shown in bold are 
delivered through 
integrated homeroom 
programmes.

All courses. Those 
shown in bold are 
delivered through 
integrated homeroom 
programmes.

All courses in bold + 
selection of others for 
part year.

All courses in bold + 
selection of others for 
part year.

All courses in bold  
+ 3 others.

All courses in bold  
+ 4 others.

Five or six courses.

ENGLISH English/Literature English/Literature English in  
Integrated Studies

English English English English

MATHEMATICS Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Calculus  
Statistics

SCIENCE Science 
Horticulture

Science 
Horticulture

Science
Horticulture

Science
Horticulture

Science Biology 
Chemistry 
Physics 
Rural Studies
Science

Biology 
Chemistry 
Physics
Science

SOCIAL STUDIES Social and  
Economic Studies

Social and  
Economic Studies

Social & Economic 
Studies in Integrated 
Studies

Social &  
Economic Studies

Geography 
History

Geography 
History 
Tourism Studies 
Childcare

Geography 
History
Tourism

HEALTH & PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION

Health 
Physical Education
Outdoor Education

Health 
Physical Education
Outdoor Education

Physical Education  
& Health 
Outdoor Education

Physical Education  
& Health 
Outdoor Education

Physical Education
Outdoor Education

Physical Education 
Outdoor Education

Physical Education 
Outdoor Academy

LEARNING LANGUAGES Te Reo Māori 
Japanese

Te Reo Māori 
Japanese

Te Reo Māori 
Japanese

Te Reo Māori 
Japanese

Te Reo Māori 
Japanese

Te Reo Māori 
Japanese

Te Reo Māori 
Japanese

THE ARTS Music 
Dance & Drama 
Art

Music 
Dance & Drama 
Art

Music 
Dance
Drama 
Art

Music 
Dance
Drama 
Art

Music 
Dance
Drama 
Art

Music 
Dance
Drama 
Art

Music 
Dance
Drama 
Art - Painting, Design 
& Printmaking

TECHNOLOGY Hard Materials 
Technology 
Food Technology 
Soft Fabric Technology
Digital Media 

Hard Materials 
Technology 
Food Technology 
Soft Fabric Technology
Digital Media

Hard Materials 
Home Economics
Digital Media
Soft Fabric Technology

Hard Materials 
Home Economics

Digital Media 

Business Computing 
Building Construction 
Design & Visual 
Communications 
Hospitality
Digital Media

Business Computing 
Building Construction 
Design & Visual 
Communications 
Home Economics
Digital Media
Home Economics

Business Computing 
Building Construction 
Design & Visual 
Communications 
Home Economics

TRANSITION/CAREERS Future Pathways 
Programme

Future Pathways 
Programme

Future Pathways 
Programme

Future Pathways 
Programme

Careers Careers 
Gateway 
STAR & Youth Guarantee
Courses

Careers 
Gateway
STAR & Youth Guarantee
Courses



Our sporting and cultural philosophy 
embraces excellence, diversity and 
inclusiveness with encouragement to 
“give it a go” and “give it heaps.”

Students at OC take up a wide range of 
opportunities in the arts and sport beyond 
those provided in courses of study. These 
include:

•	 Te	Rahui	Kura	the	highly	successful	
combined school kapa haka.

•	 Ngā Manu Kōrero speech competitions 
at regional and national level.

•	 Variety	concerts,	talent	quests	and	
school productions which seem to draw 
more participants and reach higher 
standards each year.

•	 Shakespeare	in	Schools	productions	
which have led to our students 
performing at many National Festivals 
and on stage at the Globe Theatre, 
London.

•	 National	writing	workshops	and	
festivals.

•	 National	success	in	the	Smokefree	
Rockquest and Pacifica Beats 
competitions.

•	 Sporting	events	and	competition	at	
local, regional and national level in:

Archery
Athletics
Badminton
Basketball
Canoe Polo
Cricket
Cross-country
Golf
Hockey
Netball
Rugby Union
Rugby League
Soccer
Squash
Tennis
Touch Rugby
Volleyball
Waka Ama

06

Education Beyond the Classroom
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Outdoor Education is a special feature 
of the College.  Full-time qualified 
outdoor instructors are employed to run 
exciting, engaging programmes at all 
levels, from a core programme at Year 
7&8 through to options at senior levels. 

Activities utilise the wonderful 
environment in the Ōtaki region:- bush, 
rivers, mountains beach and parks.  
Overnight trips also take students to 
locations further afield in both the North 
and South Islands.

Activities include:
•	 White water kayaking
•	 Rock and snow climbing
•	 Challenge ropes course
•	 Mountain biking
•	 River safety
•	 Alpine skills including sleeping in a snow 

cave
•	 Tramping
•	 Navigation
•	 Risk management
•	 Leadership in the outdoors
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“International students achieve well at the college.  [Staff ] have high expectations 
for their achievement.  They monitor students’ needs and use a range of strategies 
to support their learning..”                                                                      ERO. November 2013.

International Students

Outdoor Education

Students from Germany, Thailand, 
China, Korea, Japan, Italy, France, Brazil 
and Greenland come to the College for 
short stays or sometimes for several 
years.  Their presence adds to the 
cultural richness of the College.

 Teachers and students value 
international students and they integrate 
fully into the multi-cultural nature of the 
College.  A particular attraction is the 
school’s extensive outdoor education 
programme.

ŌTAKI COLLEGE Te Kāreti o Ōtaki
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Ōtaki College has introduced eLearning to 
the Junior School.  In 2015 this will continue 
with more classes having the opportunity to 
use digital tools in their learning. 

The College is part of the Te Reanga Ipurangi 
Trust cluster of schools. The Trust supports 
families get a Chromebook for their child 
through a lease to buy or outright purchase 
arrangement.   The Trust also facilitates the 
cluster schools establish a professional learning 
community of local teachers. 

Digital devices will not end all work 
from exercise books and textbooks, but will 
increasingly be used as the 21st century 
exercise book and learning tool.

These digital classes are classrooms where 
learning is based on ready access to computers 
with a ratio of one computer to one student 
being maintained. 

Emphasis on positive relationships 
and each person taking responsibility 
for their behaviour has been assisted 
through adopting restorative practices 
over a number of years.

The college is part of the nationwide 
Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L) 
programme through which the students 
have identified the core conduct they 
wish to see: respect in all its forms, pride 

in personal and school achievement, 
active learning and each person taking 
responsibility. The emphasis is on 
behaviour that enables and promotes 
learning.

ERO identified a number of 
contributing factors to student 
engagement and achievement in the 
college. Among them were:

•	 “Students understanding clear 
behaviour expectations,

•	 the development of affirming 
relationships in the classroom

•	 students being aware of where they 
can seek assistance,

•	 students understanding the relevance 
and need for learning,

•	 the celebration of success.”

“Students’ wellbeing is given high 
priority by leaders and teachers.  This 
is a caring school where respectful and 
reciprocal relationships are evident.  
Teachers work actively to maintain 
a positive and constructive learning 
environment”.  
ERO. November 2013.

21st century learning

A positive school climate and supportive 
learning environment

"Attending Ōtaki College made me a more rounded person. Going to Ōtaki meant that I was a lot more outgoing and got to know 
kids from different backgrounds. We were always encouraged to give anything a go. I ended up loving many things I never would 
have tried at a bigger school, like acting in Shakespeare and different sports. The teachers were supportive and prepared to give 
their time to help me achieve my goals. I was exposed to different cultures, especially Māori, a big part of Ōtaki College. Now, as we 
study Hauora Māori it’s amazing how much better prepared I am in this area than other medical students."

Caitlin Northern. 5th Year Medical Student (Otago University).

Te Kawa o Te Ako - our 
guiding principles that 
underpin all we do:
Kotahitanga - the development and 
maintenance of a unity of purpose and 
direction

Pūkengatanga - the preservation, teaching 
and creation of mātauranga Māori

Kaitiakitanga - the obligation to foster and 
protect all living things

Manaakitanga - the expression of mana-
enhancing behaviour towards one another.

Whanaungatanga - the reciprocal rights 
and responsibilities that flow from the inter-
relationships of all living things

Te Reo - the responsibility to ensure the 
transmission of te reo to future generations

Whakapapa - the inter-relationships of all  
living things

Ūkaipōtanga - the importance of 
tūrangawaewae, a place where one belongs, 
feels valued and is able to contribute.

Wairuatanga - the recognition of the 
intimate spiritual connections that link atua, 
humankind and nature

Rangatiratanga - the expression of the 
attributes of a Rangatira, including humility, 
leadership by example 
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