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ROSMINI COLLEGE
– A BRIEF HISTORY

In 1954 Archbishop Liston invited the Rosminian Order to establish 

a Diocesan school on the North Shore and in 1961 Fr Phillip 

Catcheside, Fr Bill Curran, Br John Tedesco and Br Eric Willett 

arrived in New Zealand to staff Rosmini College.

In 1962 Fr Catcheside became headmaster of a school with six 

classrooms, 125 pupils and four teachers and remained as Principal 

until 1972.

In 1976 Mr Tom Gerrard was appointed Principal – the first lay 

Principal to be appointed in a New Zealand Catholic school.  Fr 

John Mass was appointed Spiritual Director.

In 1981 the Integration Agreement was signed with Mr Merv 

Wellington, Minister of Education.

From the 80’s through to the present day Rosmini College has 

grown in numbers and in facilities, which include an Auditorium, 

Science Centre, Technology Block, Music/Drama Suite, Health/

Sports Pavilion and a refurbished school chapel.  However it is 

important to note that although the school has ‘come of age’ with 

the help of parents and Old Boys, the Rosmini spirit still endures.



Rosmini College is a learning community that requires each student to 

pursue his fullest potential in academic, social, cultural, spiritual 

and sporting activities.

The school seeks to equip each student with the desire to keep 

the law of Christ:

“Love the Lord Your God with your whole heart,

and your neighbour as yourself.”

We are also influenced by the three key concepts central to the 

thought of Antonio Rosmini:

–  people must never be used as a means to an end – but as ends 

themselves.

–  we must recognise the absolute value and dignity of the human 

person. A person is an individual who is aware that they 

are distinct from every other individual. They are a 

person because they have a God–given power to 

reason, and a free will to direct their actions.

–  the third concept is derived from the first two 

and concerns education.

Hence the school motto is the motto of the 

Rosminian Order –

“Charity fulfils the Law.”

Mission Statement
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The key purpose and activity of any 

school is the provision of learning 

that promotes the highest academic 

achievement and the development of 

vocational and technical skills, but for 

a Catholic school like Rosmini this is 

only part of the totality of education.

Education in its broadest sense is 

concerned with life-long inner growth, 

achieving personal wholeness and 

integrity, and the development of 

personal gifts and creativity. Schooling 

is only a phase in this process, but a 

vitally important one.

Antonio Rosmini, whose precepts on 

education we follow here at Rosmini 

College, felt that the pursuit and 

possession of truth for its own sake 

were of inestimable importance. Not 

School Prayer

Lord,

Help us be a school of dignity, integrity and fairness as we try to 

live out the maxims of Antonio Rosmini:

– to desire only and without limits to please God and to be just

– to direct our thoughts and actions to the glory of God’s church

– to accept calmly what God wills for us

Through Christ Our Lord,

Amen.

Principal’s Message

all study has to be at the service 

of some utilitarian purpose. Simply 

to know is sufficient justification for 

study.

As individuals we are enriched by 

what we know and in this way we 

grow as human beings and achieve 

maturity. Thus it is vital that education 

does not just attend to the disciplines 

of academic and technical training but 

also to the moral and spiritual needs 

of the individual pupil.

Our aim, therefore, at Rosmini 

College is to promote the spiritual, 

moral, cultural, mental and physical 

development of our pupils, and 

in doing so prepare them for the 

opportunities, responsibilities and 

experiences of adult life.

We cannot, however, do this in 

isolation. We need the active support 

of the whole Rosminian community, 

for only by working together will we 

succeed in producing educated, 

responsible, self-disciplined young 

Catholic men.

Education is the development of the whole person

Mr TJ Gerrard MA

Principal
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Catholic Character
Rosmini College is a Catholic College 

committed to the philosophy of Fr. 

Antonio Rosmini, which stresses that 

“Charity fulfils the Law”. Essential 

Christian values are emphasised in the 

College’s archdiocesan and pastoral 

approach to student problems.

The teaching of Religious Education 

is an essential part of the College’s 

Catholic mission. Classes at all levels, 

from Year 7 to Year 13, receive formal 

instruction in Religious Education 

each week and tests are conducted 

each term. The syllabus for Religious 

Education follows that devised by the 

National Catholic Education Office, 

and at secondary level encompasses 

courses in Human Relationships as 

well as Catholic Dogma.

As part of the College’s religious 

mission, there are regular class 

and school masses, liturgies and 

reconciliation. Some of our senior 

pupils have been appointed as Special 

Ministers for the Eucharist and serve in 

their home parishes as well as at school 

masses. We also have a number of our 

boys taking part in the Diocesan Youth 

Ministry.

Students are encouraged to 

participate fully in the Catholic 

Character of the school. The Catholic 

Character Group, consisting of twelve 

senior boys, provides assistance 

with all school liturgies as well as 

leadership and co-ordination of the 

numerous social justice programmes 

the College is involved with.

A voluntary lunchtime mass is 

available each week. The College 

Chapel is also open for private prayer.

All pupils are expected to attend the 

Retreats held for their year level.
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Our Year 7 to 13 structure enables 

us to translate Antonio Rosmini’s 

educational philosophy into practice. 

Good work habits are taught from the 

beginning and progress is constantly 

monitored. A weekly card system, 

term reports and parent-teacher 

evenings keep parents informed of 

their boys’ progress.

As well as general academic subjects, 

Rosmini has strong Technical and 

Arts Departments and there is 

increasing use of computers across 

the curriculum.

Learning difficulties are diagnosed 

through a series of tests in Years 7-10 

and there is a comprehensive recovery 

programme for pupils who require it. 

When necessary, outside agencies 

are brought in to assist. Tuition is also 

available for those pupils who have 

English as an additional language.

Academically gifted students are given 

the option of extension courses, while 

alternative courses are offered at Year 

12 for the less academically inclined.

Rosmini College believes in the 

value of examinations and school 

examinations are held twice a year 

from Year 7. 

Students are prepared for all national 

external qualifications and our 

achievements in all subjects are well 

above the national average. The 

majority of our Year 13 students go on 

to success in tertiary education. 

We endeavour to help all our students 

reach their maximum potential 

through disciplined study directed by 

teachers whose aim is excellence in 

the classroom. The work habits begun 

in the classroom are then developed 

further by regular homework 

assignments. This helps develop 

self-discipline in our students and is 

essential as a follow-up to work at 

school. Parents can assist greatly by 

helping their boys organise a pattern 

of regular revision and homework.

Academic Achievement
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Sporting Excellence
Sport has always had a high profile at 

Rosmini College and many of our Old 

Boys, as well as some current pupils, 

are in North Shore and/or National 

Representative teams.

We stress the importance of sport in 

the all round development of healthy 

young men, believing it to be as 

important for their social development 

as classroom activities are for their 

academic progress. All boys are 

encouraged to participate and develop 

skills in some form of sporting activity 

as well as taking part in Physical 

Education lessons at all year levels. 

Although the importance of 

competition is acknowledged, we 

are more concerned in encouraging 

enjoyment of sport for its own sake. 

While success is always gratifying, 

Rosmini College is proudest of its 

tradition of sportsmanship and fair 

play.

Although somewhat constrained 

by our site, which prohibits the 

development of some facilities, we 

can, nevertheless, offer a wide range 

of sports including the following:

• Athletics

• Badminton

• Swimming

• Volleyball

• Rugby

• Rugby League

• Soccer

• Cricket

• Hockey

• Miniball

• Judo

• Water Polo

• Table Tennis

• Basketball

• Cross Country

• Tae Kwon Do

• Lawn Bowls
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Cultural Activities
As with sport, all pupils are 

encouraged to participate in cultural 

activities which are considered 

an integral part of our students’ 

education.

Debating is a strong tradition within 

Rosmini College, and school debates 

are held regularly in the school library. 

Debating teams also participate in 

interschool competitions.

Rosmini boys regularly enter and 

perform well in public speaking 

contests. Public speaking is included 

in English classes at all levels to build 

confidence and oracy.

Music is well catered for in the school 

with instrumental groups, a jazz band, 

school orchestra and choir. Tuition 

on individual instruments is available 

and we have frequent entries in music 

competitions and festivals. There is 

a thriving Drama Group and, with the 

completion of the Auditorium, we look 

forward to developing the Performing 

Arts in the school.

Rosmini often joins Carmel College 

in staging public performances of 

musical shows while dramatic and 

musical talents are also combined in 

the Easter liturgy of the Stations of the 

Cross, held in the local parish church.

Rosmini is a multi cultural school with 

a number of students from outside 

New Zealand who are encouraged to 

share many aspects of their cultures. 

Pupils attend Polynesian festivals 

throughout Auckland and those 

studying Maori visit various Marae in 

the region.
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Pastoral Care
Rosmini Peer Support 
Programme
 

Based on the well known New 

Zealand senior school model, the 

Rosmini Peer Support programme 

is adapted to serve as a welcoming, 

orientating experience for our new 

entrants, our Year 7s. It is run by 

enthusiastic and competent Year 13 

leaders who have received training 

and continue to receive support 

themselves by trained staff. The 

programme takes place in the first 

term of each school year. In small 

groups, for about an hour each week, 

students learn amongst other skills, 

how to interact, make friends, access 

resources and familiarise themselves 

with the buidings and values of our 

school. An important outcome of 

this programme is that it contributes 

towards the positive social climate 

of the school. Above all, the hand 

of friendship extended by the senior 

leaders to our younger students 

reflects our Special Character at work.
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A successful school requires good 

leaders drawn from both staff and 

pupils. Rosmini is fortunate in having 

a well qualified staff with dedicated 

and able leaders. Their example is 

reinforced by the leadership training 

given to senior pupils through 

Religious Education and sports 

programmes. Boys with outstanding 

leadership qualities fill the positions 

of Head Boys, Sports Captains 

and Prefects, and together with the 

team captains, they provide student 

leadership in the school.

The prefect system is extended to Year 

10 when seniors are on study leave, 

thus giving the junior boys a chance to 

show their leadership potential.

Staff members provide the support 

system in the school for both 

counselling and disciplinary purposes. 

Boys may either be referred to, or 

themselves approach, the School 

Counsellor, the Chaplain or members 

of the Pastoral Care Team for help 

with any problem.

Also part of the support team is 

the Careers master who provides 

invaluable information and advice for 

those boys needing direction for their 

future outside school.

Rosmini College enjoys the very professional and dedicated support of its Board of Trustees.

Front Row (Left to Right) Martin Allison, Mike Taylor (Chairman), Tom Gerrard (Principal), Sue Emmitt, Bob Haddon.

Back Row (Left to Right) Owen Hughes, John Mayhew, Shayne Doyle, Tony Mullins, Gary Whetton.

Leadership
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