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Principal - Anne-Marie Biggs

Welcome to the vibrant 

learning community of 

Glendowie Primary School. 

Our school is a State 

Primary School for students 

from Year 0-Year 8.

Our school prospectus will give 
you an understanding of our key 
educational programmes and 
the commitment that we have to 
provide an education of excellence 
in every respect.

The staff and community 
value their partnership and 
work effectively to develop 
a highly professional culture 
within the school and within a 
quality resourced and focused 
environment.

We prepare our students to 
be life long learners and global 
citizens.

The school is fully committed to 
the New Zealand Curriculum, which 
is taught within the context of the 
Primary Years Programme (PYP) of 
the International Baccalaureate.  
The learning programme defines a 
balanced programme of concepts, 
knowledge, skills, attitudes and 
actions for our students across all 
subject areas.

Our mission and vision 
statement focuses on the school 
being an “I Care” school which 
places the highest priority on 
students caring and respecting each 
other, the community they live in 
and the environment they share.

Our goal is to educate our 
students to reach their individual 
potential. Students will be 
actively engaged in their learning, 
motivated to achieve, and well 
grounded in the attitudes, values, 
skills, knowledge and sense of 
identity that they will need to 
succeed in their primary education. 
This learning will transition them 
successfully to take the next steps 
on their educational and life 
journey.

Our learning programme is child 
centred and personalised, ensuring 
that learning opportunities are 
maximized and resources available 
for every student to reach their full 
potential. Students are at the centre 
of our system of learning, whereby 

learning is made meaningful for 
them. They are active and informed 
participants, critical and creative 
thinkers, engaged in a dynamic two 
way process of discovery where they 
will be constructers and creators of 
knowledge. 

Our school is visionary in terms 
of resources and programmes that 
support the learning community. In 
1996 we were the first state school 
in Auckland to offer Montessori 
Education. This continues to be a 
strength of the school.    In 2006 
our school became the first state 
school in New Zealand to be 
authorised to offer the Primary Years 
Programme of the International 
Baccalaureate.This exciting and 
enriching programme focuses on 
the development of the whole child 
as an inquirer, both in the classroom 
and in the world outside. 

Our school is recognised as 
one which focuses on providing  
the very best education for our 
students through our New Zealand 
and International curriculum which 
are taught within an environment 
of  significant resources, quality 
facilities and by committed, 
exceptional teachers and support 
staff.
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Principles of Best Practice focused on and evident at 
Glendowie Primary School are: 

learning programme, and the 
extensive literacy landscape,   
supporting all learning 
programmes.

•	 A	wide	range	of	learning	
experiences including education 
outside the classroom, the arts, 
sports, culture and leadership.

•	 Involving	the	community	in	
the Board of Trustees, Parents’ 
Association, parent meetings, and 
special events.

•	 Quality	teachers	supported	by	
focused and intensive professional 
development opportunities.

•	 Quality	and	focused	resources	
to support the learner which are 
specifically targeted at each year 
level’s learning programme.

•	 A	safe,	well-maintained	and	
aesthetically pleasing school 
environment.

•	 Parents	are	supported	in	receiving	
information about their children’s 
learning and about practices that 
support their child’s learning.

•	 Using	advanced	technologies	to	
support the teaching and learning 
programme and ensuring that 
new advances in ICT are planned 
strategically and budgeted for 
generously.

The Learning 
Programme 
The eight learning areas of the N.Z. 
curriculum are taught within the 
framework of the PYP curriculum. 
These areas are English, the arts, 
health and physical education, 
learning languages, mathematics and 
statistics, science, social sciences and 
technology.

The development of conceptual 
understandings, demonstration 
of positive attitudes, and taking 
responsible action are core 
components of the learning 
programme. 

The school’s focus and success 
in literacy and numeracy is achieved  
through  quality resourcing, teacher 
professional development and quality 
learning programmes ensuring that 
all students develop capabilities and 
skills in these key learning areas.

The Key Competencies of 
the New Zealand Curriculum 
are embedded within the PYP 
transdisciplinary skills and are the 
capabilities that our students will 
develop in order to live, learn, work, 
and contribute as active members 
of their communities. 
These	competencies	are	self-

management, social skills, thinking 
skills, participating and contributing, 
using language, symbols and text.

•	 Promoting	and	supporting	a	
school-wide	focus	on	teaching	
and learning, committed to 
improving academic and social 
outcomes for all students, and 
developing a coherent approach 
to teaching and learning.

•	 Promoting	a	school	culture	
that supports students actively 
engaged in their learning within 
an environment focusing on 
care, well being and respect, as 
well as respect for our parent 
and local community.

•	 Promotion	of	a	staff	culture	
of collegial support, 
professional development, 
and a commitment to 
analysing student achievement 
information, in order to improve 
academic and social outcomes 
for all students.

•	 Personalised	learning	inclusive	
of inquiry learning, the key 
competencies, and child centred 
programmes.

•	 Rich	learning	opportunities	and	
authentic contexts inclusive 
of the PYP units of inquiry, 
information and communication 
technology integrated into the 
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The Board of Trustees
The school is governed by a Board 
of Trustees consisting of seven 
parent	representatives,	co-opted	
representatives, the Principal and a 
staff representative. The Glendowie 
Board of Trustees is diligent in its 
obligations of being able to assure 
the government and community 
that the students in the school are 
receiving a high quality standard of 
education. 

Our Board also provides 
sound governance of the school 
by establishing and resourcing 
its strategic objectives, including 
providing a safe environment, 
property maintenance and 
development, recruitment and 
support for our quality staff, and 
ensuring that the school is run in 
the best interests of our students 
and community.

The Parents’ Association
Glendowie Primary School Parents’ 
Association is a group of our 
parents who organise and support 
school fundraising and school 
community events to assist the 
Board of Trustees in meeting their 
development goals for the school.

Several events are planned 
each year which range in purpose 
including fundraising, social events 
and activities to support the 
children’s learning programmes.

Glendowie Primary School 
promotes the following:

1. “I Care” 4. Community Involvement

2.  Life Long Learning 5. Local and Global  

3. Excellence   Citizenship

The
School’s

Vision
Educational Purpose 
& Mission Statement

Glendowie Primary School is 
an “I Care” school which places 
the highest priority on providing 

a quality teaching and learning 
programme. Our students will 

become confident, compassionate, 
life long learners, encouraged 

to achieve their full potential by 
actively participating in our country 

and as citizens of the world.

School Wide Values
The school’s values are an 

integral part of the teaching and 
learning programme. They are 
expressed in everyday actions 

and interactions within the school. 
The values we implement within 

the school are those found in 
the New Zealand curriculum, 

the attitudes within the Primary 
Years Programme (PYP) and the 
attributes of the learner profile 

from the PYP programme.

The PYP attitudes and the 
school wide values are evident 

in the taught and assessed 
components of the curriculum, the 

philosophy, structures, classroom 
and curriculum.

The PYP learner profile is also 
value laden and contains the 

attributes that our students will 
aspire to as international citizens.

Glendowie 
Primary Schoola Vital and 

Committed Community 
Glendowie Primary recognizes the vital role that our parents play in their 
children’s education. We recognize that educating the child will be a 
collective and collaborative effort between home and school.

Parents are encouraged to be involved in as many aspects of school 
life as possible. These include being parent representatives on the Board 
of Trustees, members of the Parents’ Association, sharing their expertise 
to support our units of inquiry, attending school information and reporting 
evenings,	offering	support	for	extra-curricula	sport,	and	supporting	our	
education outside the classroom programme.
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Committed

English Speakers of Other Languages Programme
The school learning programme caters for our students who speak a language other than 
English as their first language. The support for these students, including our International 
Students,	includes	in-class	support,	withdrawal	language	support	programmes,	specialist	
language programmes in vocabulary and grammar, and language learning programmes, 
that support the classroom programmes around the Units of Inquiry being studied.
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Glendowie 
Primary School
Facilities within 
the school include:

•	 Well	resourced	Library	opened	
in 2008

•	 Well	maintained	playground	
areas

•	 Purpose	built	Intermediate	Area	
for Years 7 & 8

•	 Networked	Information	and	
Technology Centre

•	 Full	sized	Gymnansium
•	 Mini	Hall
•	 Environmental	Studies	Area	

including a significant glass 
house and tree nursery

•	 Swimming	Pool
•	 Attractive	and	aesthetic	

environment
•	 Significant	resource	areas	

especially in maths, literacy 
and Primary Years Programme 
resources (PYP)

•	 Fully	equipped	visual	arts	room
•	 Wide	range	of	modern	

information and communication 
technologies 

Special Features
of the School include:

•	 Extensive	physical	education	
programme offering a wide 
range of sports

•	 Interschool	Sports	Programmes	
for the middle and senior school 

•	 The	Arts	authentically	
integrated into the Units of 
Inquiry

•	 Music	Instrumental	Programme	
for	Students	in	Year	4-8

•	 Quality	English	as	a	Second	
Language (ESOL) learning 
support programmes

•	 Student	Council
•	 Montessori	Programmes	for	
students	in	Year	1-8

•	 Satellite	Special	Needs	Unit
•	 Integrated	State	Kindergarten	

on school land
•	 School	uniform	for	all	years
•	 The	OSCAR	Before	and	After	

School Programme

Additional Programmes 
and Support

•	 Gifted	and	Talented	Programme	
including opportunities for our 
students to attend the one day 
school Gifted Kids Programme

•	 Early	Literacy	Intervention	
Programmes

•	 Swimming	Programmes
•	 Religious	Education	in	Schools	

Programme (optional)
•	 Life	Education	Programme
•	 Learning	Support	Programmes
•	 Learning	a	Second	Language	
for	students	in	Years	3-8

•	 Technology	Programme	Year	7-8
•	 Walking	School	Bus
•	 Support	for	parents	coaching	

outside school sports teams
•	 Lunch	time	sports	programmes	

supported by teachers

a Resource Rich Environment
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Glendowie 
Primary 
School

Glendowie Primary School is a high decile school in the 
Eastern Suburbs of Auckland. It is in an idyllic setting, 
surrounded by parks, bush and the Tamaki Estuary.

The school was built in 1952 and a comprehensive 
building programme has continued to keep pace with roll 
growth and the extensive curriculum offered.

The school site includes educational facilities featuring 
Montessori	Classes	for	students	aged	from	6-12,	a	
Sommerville Satellite Unit for special needs students, an 
Independent State Kindergarten, and an independently run 
After-School	and	Before-School	Care	programme.

Setting

Montessori
classrooms

Freeman
Building

Classrooms



Staffroom
Office

Gymnasium

Riddell Rd
Main entrance
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